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1. Preamble and Scope
Economics and Business  is committed to upholding the highest standards of scientific integrity, originality, and scholarly rigour. This policy governs the permissible and impermissible uses of artificial intelligence (AI) tools — including large language models, generative AI systems, automated writing assistants, AI-driven data analysis platforms, and similar technologies — in manuscripts submitted for consideration.
This policy applies to all manuscript types handled by the journal, including original research articles, review articles, short communications, case studies, and technical notes. It applies to all stages of manuscript preparation from initial conception through final submission. Compliance with this policy is a condition of submission.
2. Core Principles
This policy is grounded in three non-negotiable principles:
Intellectual Authorship. The scientific thinking, design, analysis, and conclusions of every published article must originate from and be attributable to the human authors. AI systems may not serve as intellectual contributors, co-authors, or ghost authors.
Transparency. All AI tool usage, at every stage of manuscript preparation, must be fully and accurately disclosed in the mandatory AI Usage Declaration submitted alongside the manuscript. Undisclosed AI usage constitutes a form of academic misconduct.
Author Responsibility. Authors retain full and sole responsibility for the accuracy, validity, originality, and ethical conduct of all work reported. The use of AI tools does not transfer, diminish, or in any way modify this responsibility.
3. Permitted Uses of AI
The journal permits AI usage only for technical, editorial, and presentational support tasks that do not substitute for the authors' own scholarly work. The following uses are acceptable provided they are declared in the AI Usage Declaration:
Grammar, spelling, and language editing. Authors may use AI-powered tools (such as Grammarly, DeepL Write, or similar) to improve the grammatical correctness, fluency, and clarity of text written by the authors themselves. The intellectual substance of the text must remain unchanged.
Technical formatting and layout. AI tools may assist with document formatting, reference list formatting (e.g. Zotero, Mendeley plugins), table layout, and similar technical presentation tasks.
Graphical illustration of author-generated results. AI-assisted tools may be used to create, enhance, or refine charts, graphs, figures, and other visual representations, provided the underlying data and results are entirely the product of the authors' own research.
Reference consistency verification. AI tools may be used to check the formatting consistency and completeness of reference lists. Authors remain responsible for the accuracy, validity, and appropriateness of all cited sources.
4. Prohibited Uses of AI
The following uses of AI are strictly prohibited. Manuscripts found to have used AI in these ways will be rejected without review. Cases of suspected post-acceptance violations will be referred to the journal's Ethics Committee.
AI may not be used for: primary data collection; secondary data sourcing and selection; data analysis or statistical computation; generation, fabrication, or interpretation of results; formulation of research aims, objectives, or tasks; research design or methodology decisions; literature review synthesis; writing or generating the discussion or conclusions sections; or any other activity that constitutes the core intellectual and scientific contribution of the manuscript.
Summary Table — AI Usage Status by Research Activity
	Research Activity
	AI Usage Status
	Conditions & Notes

	Grammar check / language editing
	PERMITTED
	Permitted with mandatory disclosure in AI Declaration.

	Technical formatting / layout check
	PERMITTED
	Permitted; all tools used must be named in AI Declaration.

	Data graphical illustration / figure creation
	PERMITTED
	Permitted only when based on author-generated results; tools must be declared.

	References formatting / consistency check
	PERMITTED
	Permitted as a verification aid; authors retain full responsibility for accuracy.

	Literature search assistance
	CONDITIONAL
	Permitted for initial discovery only; authors must independently read, verify, and synthesise all cited works.

	Research design
	NOT PERMITTED
	AI must not independently determine research design, approach or framework.

	Research aim / objectives / tasks formulation
	NOT PERMITTED
	Core intellectual contribution must originate from the authors.

	Methodology elaboration
	NOT PERMITTED
	Methodological decisions must reflect authors' original scientific judgment.

	Literature review / synthesis
	NOT PERMITTED
	AI-generated summaries are not acceptable as scholarly literature review.

	Primary data collection
	NOT PERMITTED
	AI cannot replace human subjects, surveys, experiments, or fieldwork.

	Secondary data collection
	NOT PERMITTED
	Data sourcing and selection must be performed and verified by the authors.

	Data analysis / statistical processing
	NOT PERMITTED
	Analytical interpretation must be authors' own; AI-generated analysis is unacceptable.

	Results obtaining / creation
	NOT PERMITTED
	Results must originate exclusively from the authors' own research process.

	Results discussion / interpretation
	NOT PERMITTED
	Discussion must reflect authors' independent critical analysis.

	Conclusions
	NOT PERMITTED
	Conclusions must represent original intellectual contribution of the authors.



5. The AI Usage Declaration — Mandatory Requirement
The journal requires all corresponding authors to complete and submit an AI Usage Declaration Form as part of every submission. The declaration must be submitted simultaneously with the manuscript; submissions received without a completed declaration form will be returned to the authors without entering the editorial workflow.
The declaration form requires authors to indicate, for each stage of the research and writing process, the level of AI involvement (No / A bit / Moderate / Intensively / Completely) and to name all AI tools and instruments used if any usage is declared. A summary narrative is also required. The declaration is reviewed by the handling editor as part of the initial submission assessment.
If AI usage is declared at any stage, the submitted manuscript must also include a brief AI Usage Statement in the article itself (after the Acknowledgements section and before the References), summarising how AI tools were employed and confirming that all AI-assisted content was reviewed and verified by the authors.
6. Misconduct, Enforcement, and Appeals
The journal employs AI-detection screening as part of its quality assurance process. Detection of undisclosed AI-generated content, or AI usage in prohibited areas, will be treated as a serious breach of publishing ethics, consistent with the guidelines of the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE). Consequences may include immediate rejection, retraction of published articles, notification of the authors' institutional affiliations, and a ban on future submissions.
Authors who believe a decision has been made in error may appeal in writing to the Editor-in-Chief within 14 days of receiving a decision, providing a detailed response to the concerns raised.
7. Policy Review and Updates
Given the rapidly developing environment of AI technology, this policy will be reviewed annually by the Editorial Board. Updates will be published on the journal's official website and submission system. Authors are advised to consult the most current version of this policy prior to each submission. Questions regarding this policy should be directed to the editorial office.
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